We present two arguments indicating that the large value for the ǫ 1 mixing parameter at 50 MeV, which the Basel group extracted from their recent A zz measurement, may be incorrect. First, there are nucleon-nucleon (NN) potentials which predict the ǫ 1 at 50 MeV substantially below the Basel value and reproduce the Basel A zz data accurately. Second, the large value for ǫ 1 at 50 MeV proposed by the Basel group can only be explained by a model for the NN interaction 1
which is very unrealistic (no ρ-meson and essentially a point-like πN N vertex) and overpredicts the ǫ 1 in the energy range where it is well determined (150-500 MeV) by a factor of two.
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In a recent Letter [1] , a group at the University of Basel reported a measurement of the spin correlation parameter A zz in neutron-proton scattering at 67.5 MeV. They also present results from a phase shift analysis in which these new data play a crucial role, particularly, for the
parameter ǫ 1 for which they obtain the (rather large) value of 2.9 0 ± 0.3 0 at 50 MeV. It is the purpose of this Comment to point out that this large value for ǫ 1 at 50 MeV may be incorrect. We present essentially two arguments.
First, there are nucleon-nucleon (NN) potentials which predict the ǫ 1 at 50
MeV as low as ≈ 1.5 0 and reproduce the Basel A zz data accurately. In Fig. 1 we compare the Basel A zz data with the predictions by the Reid [ Second, the large value for ǫ 1 at 50 MeV proposed by the Basel group can only be explained by a model for the NN interaction which is very unrealistic (no ρ-meson and essentially a point-like πNN vertex) and overpredicts the ǫ 1 in the energy range where it is well determined (150-500 MeV) by a factor of two (see Fig. 2 , dotted line 'No ρ'). In contrast to the situation below 100
MeV, recent phase shift analyses [7, 8] agree very well in their determinations of the ǫ 1 in the energy range 150-500 MeV (cf. Fig. 2 ). Realistic NN potentials which reproduce this well-determined part of ǫ 1 correctly (solid lines in Please, include your FAX-number with your request.
